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ordinary in the account given by his biographer of the erection
of a statue of Christ together with other figures worthy of reverence
in the imperial Lararium or house-chapel1. Benevolent tolerance
of the Christians2, which was probably affected by an increasing
number of believers in the imperial household, is the kernel round
which the later legend was able to grow. It, however, is
quite understandable that the Christians in the Emperor's en-
tourage should have made use of the change in the administration
of the law of treason to improve the lot of their brethren, since in
general the reign propagated the idea of a State ruled by law. For
this one has only to read the ordinance on the possibility of direct
appeal to the emperor, which was intended to meet the excesses of
the procurators and governors, who, it is true, felt in their turn the
pressure of the fiscal authorities3, or the preamble to a decree by
which not even the emperor could become an heir if a will were
not formally completed4. Here it is expressly stated that 'even
though the law conferring the imperial authority (lex imperil) may
have released the emperor from the ordinary formalities of the
laws, there is nothing which would be so peculiarly characteristic
of the imperial power as to live according to the laws.' Perhaps we
have here a personal expression of opinion by Alexander, since
Ulpian had, for certain cases, laid down the principle that the
emperor is above the laws-^'princeps legibus solutus estV
II. SEVERUS ALEXANDER: FOREIGN POLICY
The reign began with a few years of relative quiet, and there
was reason to hope that the tasks of internal reconstruction
could be advanced in peace. Riots of the Mauri in Tingitana,
campaigns against the Isaurian hill-tribes and a single inroad by
some Germans did not give rise to any serious alarm6. But
towards the end of this decade a threatening storm arose from the
east. The Parthian empire had succumbed to the attack of the
1  Cf. G. Wissowa, Religion undKtdtus der Romer, p. 92. A. Momigliano,
Athenaeum N.S. XH, 1934, pp. 151 sqq,y attempts to support the account of
Severus Alexander's philo-Semitism, but cf. E. Hohl, Bursian, 256, 1937,
p. 156.
2  The attempt of G. Kriiger (Die Rechtsstellung der vorkonstantinischen
Kirchen> pp. 273, 292) to infer more than this from our sources must fail by
reason of its defective criticism of the statements of the Historia Augusta
(rf. especially p. 247, n. 4).         * Dig. XLIX, 12, 5 = P. Oxy. xvn, 2104.
4 Cod. Just, vi, 23, 3 of the year 232.                     5 p^ ^ * ^     '
6 Of. H. Nissen, Banner Jahrb. cm, 1898, p. 114 with J. Vogt, Die
alexandnmschen Munzen, i, p. 186, and Ritterling, P.W. ,.v. Legio, col
1429,11. 68 sqq,                                                                        ^